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Public  Health  Department, 

96,  High  Street, 

Billericay. 

7th  September,  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Billericay. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Laches  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952. 

The  year  brought  forth  no  dramatic  incident  to  strain  the 
resources  of  the  Health  Department,  a state  of  affairs  for  which 
we  were  grateful  in  view  of  some  major  staffing  difficulties  and 
the  ever  present  need  to  deal  with  the  more  mundane  routine 
matters  which  should  be  our  constant  concern.  Two  items  are, 
however,  worthy  of  note.  I refer  to  the  great  fog  in  December 
which  affected  this  District  in  varying  degrees,  and  to  the  big 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Basildon  Development 
Corporation.  One  welcomes  the  latter  development  as  a sign  of 
progress  towards  our  stated  objective,  and  hopes  that  its  attainment 
in  the  future  will  not  render  us  more  subject  to  local  smog  in  an 
area  where  the  physical  geography  of  the  region  favours  the  occur- 
rence of  fog. 

As  always,  I have  drawn  upon  the  common  pool  of  knowledge 
and  wisdom  in  matters  of  local  government  to  which  my  colleagues 
in  all  Departments  grant  me  ready  access.  To  them  and  to  the 
Members  of  the  Council  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties  I express  my  gratitude. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ...,  ....  ....  ....  ....  27,020 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population  ....  44,490 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1952, 

according  to  Rate  Books  ....  ....  ....  14,273 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1952  ....  ....  £243,778 

Bum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1952 

(estimated)  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  £945 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Total  Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

675  842 

333 

Illegitimate 

42  22 

20 

Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate,  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

17.88 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

(Male 

10,  Female  8) 

24.19 

Deaths 

Total  Male 

Female 

Total  number  of  deaths 

511  285 

226 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population 

9.01 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  .... 

1 — 

1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  7,  Female  8)  20.92 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  7,  Female  8)  22.22 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  5,  Female  6)  15.34 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  5,  Female  6)  16.03 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


^ l v- 

Deaths  from  certain  Diseases 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Malignant  neoplasm  ....  .... 

99 

58 

41 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

Deaths  of  this  nature  totalled  ten, 

i.e.,  four  fewer 

than  in 

1951  . Of  these  ten  deaths  only  two  were  the 

result 

of  motor 

vehicle  accidents,  Three  were  classified  as  suicides, 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
OF  THE  AREA 

These  services  follow  a similar  pattern  throughout  the  country, 
but  certain  administrative  differences  between  the  big  borough  or 
city  and  the  out-of-town  county  district  are  responsible  for  some 
understandable  confusion  in  the  minds  of  our  newer  residents,  who 
have  not  infrequently  grown  accustomed  to,  if  they  have  not  actually- 
grown  up  among,  the  long  established  urbanities  of  the  towns  where 
the  civic  authority  is  more  unified  and  centralised  and  at  the  same 
time  more  obviously  part  of  the  backcloth  of  daily  life.  I see  no 
indication  that  the  underlying  causes  of  the  newcomer’s  confusion 
will  be  removed  in  the  near  future,  but  more  could  be  done  to  give 
our  residents  information  in  simple  language  about  the  health  and 
other  services  available  locally  and  the  manner  of  their  control.  The 
number  of  general  medical  practitioners  who  reside  and  practise  in 
the  Urban  District  is  nineteen,  and  others  residing  outside  our 
boundaries  have  patients  within  the  area. 

The  hospital  services  are  provided  by  the  North-Eastern  Metro- 
politan Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  majority  of  residents  in 
need  of  hospital  investigation,  either  as  out-patients  or  in-patients, 
use  the  constantly  expanding  services  at  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital, 
Billericay,  or  the  Southend  General  Hospital.  These  are  general 
hospitals,  and  the  much  smaller  number  of  individuals  requiring 
attention  in  Infectious  Disease  or  Mental  Health  accommodation 
is  dealt  with  as  a rule  at  Thurrock  Isolation  Hospital,  Westclitf 
Isolation  Hospital,  Chelmsford  Isolation  Hospital  and  Runwell 
Mental  Hospital. 

The  various  “Clinic  Services’’  concerned  with  the  health  and 
well  being  of  the  mother  and  child,  including  the  school  child,  are 
for  the  most  part  administered  from  the  local  office  of  the  Essex 
County  Health  Department  at  153,  High  Street,  Rayleigh,  and 
information  regarding  most  of  these  services  can  be  obtained  at 
the  various  Clinics  or  Health  Centres  in  the  District,  the  addresses 
of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Laindon  Health  Centre,  Florence  Road,  Laindon 

(Tel.  : Laindon  161) 

Pitsea  Health  Centre,  The  Broadway,  High  Road,  Pitsea 

(Tel.  : Vange  2275) 

Cravlands  Health  Centre,  Nevendon  Road,  Wickford 

(Tel.  : Wickford  3364) 

Billericay  Health  Centre,  Laindon  Road,  Billericay 

(Tel.  : Billericay  423) 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47.  The  number  of  cases  referred  to  me  for  investiga- 
tion because  it  is  believed  that  the  persons  concerned  are  not 
receiving  sufficient  care  and  attention  continues  to  grow,  and  this 
year  nine  fresh  cases  were  investigated.  Investigation  and  assess- 
ment of  these  people  many  of  whom  are  senile  and  probably  show- 
some  physical  or  mental  peculiarity,  can  be  a time  consuming  task. 
It  is  only  a small  number  of  cases  that  require,  or  will  benefit  from, 
straightforward  positive  action  on  my  part  and  generally  one  is 
forced  to  deal  with  these  cases  by  various  devious  methods  which 
seldom  produce  quick  results.  However,  in  a surprisingly  large 
number  of  cases  a generally  acceptable  solution  is  found,  or  at  the 
worst  there . is  some  definite  improvement  in  the  living  conditions 
or  care  of  the  individual  if  they  remain  at  home,  or  some  unex- 
pected development  results  in  removal  to  hospital. 

In  one  case  special  arrangements  were  made  for  cleaning  up 
the  home  of  a couple  whose  grossly  unsatisfactory  living  conditions 
had  been  reported  to  me.  The  value  of  this  work  is  difficult  to 
decide,  as  one  of  the  couple  concerned  was  admitted  to  hospital 
shortly  afterwards. 

Section  50.  Two  burials  were  arranged  during  the  year  by  the 
Council,  which  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  has  the  responsibility 
of  ensuring  the  proper  disposal  of  human  remains  where  it  appears 
that  such  action  on  their  part  is  necessary. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supplies 

The  area  is  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company 
with  the  exception  of  the  old  Parish  of  Langdon  Hills,  which  is 
supplied  by  the  Council  direct  with  water  obtained  in  bulk  from 
the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company. 

The  number  of  premises  still  without  a piped  supply  is  slowly 
decreasing,  due  to  main  extensions  and  the  refusal  of  the  Council 
to  pass  plans  of  new  houses  unless  a piped  supply  is  available.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  1,434  occupied  dwellings 
were  without  a piped  supply.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  there  are 
still  so  many  dwellings  without  this  essential  service  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  long  awaited  water  scheme  will  be  commenced  in 
3953  to  reduce  further  the  number  of  properties  without  a sufficient 
and  satisfactory  supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated 
that  the  position  was  as  follows  : — 
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1.  Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 


14,273 


2.  Number  of  new  connections  (including  new 
houses)  .... 


773 


3.  Total  number  of  premises  connected  to  the 
main 


12,839 


4.  Number  dependent  on  roof  water  and  Council* s 
standpipes 


1,434 


The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  have  maintained  their 
reputation  for  a good  and  wholesome  supply.  Weekly  examinations 
were  made  of  the  raw  water  and  daily  tests  made  of  the  treated 
water  going  into  supply.  Fortnightly  analyses  were  made  of  the 
water  from  the  local  wells  by  the  Company’s  Resident  Chemist  and 
Bacteriologist.  In  addition,  half-yearly  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories  and  the  results  forwarded  to  the 
Council  for  information.  The  results  of  the  sampling  showed  the 
water  to  be  of  high  organic  purity  and  excellent  bacterial  quality. 
The  chemical  characteristics  of  the  water  were  satisfactory. 

The  tests  showed  that  the  water  was  not  considered  to  be 
plumbo  solvent  and  there  was  no  contamination  of  the  supplies 

during  the  year. 

Extensions  of  water  mains  were  carried  out  as  follows  : — 

By  Southend  Waterworks  Company  : total — 6 miles  1,130  yards. 

Most  of  the  extensions  were  in  the  designated  area  of  the  New 
Town  and  the  remainder  were  by  separate  agreements  between  the 
Company  and  private  individuals.  During  the  year  three  petitions 
were  received  by  the  Council  for  the  extension  of  mains  in  certain 
areas.  The  Council  would  not  accede  to  the  requests  as  they  did 
not  wish  to  delay  any  further  the  operation  of  their  Main  Water 
Scheme.  No  doubt  when  this  major  scheme  is  under  way  the 
Council  will  formulate  subsiduary  schemes  so  as  to  cover,  in  time, 
the  whole  of  the  area.  In  a few  cases  complaints  were  received 
regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  derived  from  underground  rain 
water  storage  tanks  and  action  was  taken  to  have  the  quality  of 
the  water  improved.  After  the  cleansing  of  the  wells  by  the  owners 
or  occupiers  the  Council  delivered  water,  for  which  a charge  was 
made. 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  non-mains  water  were  taken, 
two  being  of  satisfactory  quality  and  one  unsatisfactory.  Action 
was  taken  in  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  supply. 

Water  Shortage 

The  rainfall  during  1952  was  estimated  at  25.65  inches,  this 
being  less  than  in  1951,  consequently  more  applications  were 
received  for  the  Council  to  deliver  water.  Applications  received 
necessitated  the  delivery  of  176,000  gallons.  The  Council  make  a 
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charge  of  6s.  per  400  gallons  of  water  delivered,  hut  this  figure  does 
not,  of  course,  cover  the  actual  cost  of  the  delivery.  The  service 
throws  quite  a lot  of  extra  work  on  the  staff  of  the  Surveyor’s, 
Treasurer’s  and  Health  Departments,  but  until  the  whole  of  the 
area  is  adequately  provided  with  a piped  supply  the  reasonable 
demands  of  the  public  for  the  delivery  of  a pure  supply  of  water 
must  be  met. 

Standpipe  Water  Supplies 

The  Council  decided  to  carry  out  part  of  their  water  scheme 
as  far  as  was  possible  whilst  awaiting  the  commencement  of  the 
major  scheme  by  the  Waterworks  Company  and,  accordingly, 
erected  a further  eleven  standpipes  directly  off  the  mains.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  fifty-nine  standpipes  were  in  use,  including  six  in 
the  Langdon  Hills  area.  There  are  now  626  standpipe  keys  on 
issue,  and  taking  an  average  of  3.5  persons  per  house  approximately 
2,191  persons  depend  on  the  standpipe  supply. 

Nuisances 

As  is  usual  in  our  District  most  of  the  nuisances  are  caused  by 
the  discharge  of  sink  and  cesspool  water  into  ditches  and  roadways, 
and  by  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  on  roadside  green- 
swards and  in  bushes,  particularly  near  the  Council’s  communal 
refuse  bins.  The  refuse  collectors  frequently  have  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  older  communal  bins. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Council  purchased  a cesspool  emptying  vehicle  for  use  in  the  area. 
A charge  of  10s.  per  emptying  is  made.  Although  it  was  well  into 
December  before  the  vehicle  was  in  operation,  by  the  end  of  the 
year  forty-four  cesspools  had  been  emptied.  The  persons  who 
availed  themselves  of  this  service  were  very  pleased  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  was  carried  out  and,  in  particular,  with  the  low 
cost.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the  scheme  becomes  more  widely  known 
and  more  householders  use  the  service,  the  nuisance  caused  by 
overflowing  cesspools  will  diminish  appreciably. 

During  the  year  the  Council  commenced  to  replace  the  old 
type  communal  refuse  bin  with  sets  of  smaller  bins  properly  covered. 
This  type  is  more  hygienic  and  less  of  an  eyesore  than  the  old  type. 

As  in  previous  years  many  complaints  were  received  of  the 
flooding  of  land  due  to  the  blockage  of  watercourses  and  ditches. 
During  the  year  113  visits  were  paid  to  watercourses  in  this  con- 
nection, and  in  the  majority  of  cases  a word  of  advice  to  the 
responsible  persons  had  the  desired  effect. 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  nuisances  caused  bv  smell 
from  silage  pits.  Although  the  sickly,  sweet  smell  from  such  pits 
may  be  objectionable  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  could  be  regarded  as 
a statutory  nuisance.  As  a result  of  these  complaints  the  Council 
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sought  the  co-operation  of  the  Farmers’  Union  in  requesting  farmers 
to  build  silage  pits  in  positions  where  they  would  not  give  offence 
to  householders. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  subsidiary  sewerage  scheme 
during  the  year.  Under  Scheme  No.  1 sewers  were  laid  in  the 
following  roadways : Una  Road  and  Westlake  Avenue,  Bowers 
Gifford  ; Mount  Road,  Wickford  ; Tylers  Avenue,  Laindon  ; Westley 
Road  and  Stacey  Drive,  Langdon  Hills.  In  Scheme  No.  2 sewers 
were  laid  as  follows  : Bridge  Road  and  Russell  Gardens,  Wickford  ; 
Dundonald  Drive  and  Brackendale  Avenue,  Pitsea ; and  part  of 
Bell  Hill,  Billericay.  The  laying  of  sewers  in  these  roadways  is 
particularly  welcomed  as  many  nuisances  from  sink  waste  and  cess- 
pool sewage  have  arisen  in  the  past.  The  Council  again  offered 
help  to  the  owners  of  properties  who  did  not  have  the  financial 
resources  to  have  the  work  of  connection  to  the  sewer  carried  out 
privately.  Many  of  the  owners  accepted  the  Council’s  offer  and 
had  the  premises  connected,  the  cost  being  repaid  by  instalments 
over  a period  of  years. 

During  1952,  900  newly  erected  houses,  including  174  new 
Council  houses  and  597  Basildon  Development  Corporation  houses 
were  connected.  The  number  of  old  houses  connected  was  196. 
This  is  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  extensions  to  Barleylands  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which 
were  completed  during  the  year  resulted  in  a better  effluent  but 
results  are  still  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  three  main  Disposal  Works, 
viz.,  Barleylands,  Shotgate  and  Pitsea,  records  showed  that 
262,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  were  dealt  with  in  the  year. 

The  construction  of  an  additional  rising  main  from  the  Northern 
Pumping  Station  at  Nevendon  was  completed,  together  with  certain 
works  at  the  Shotgate  Works.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Basildon  Development  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  Council  and 
is  to  deal  temporarily  with  the  flow  from  the  Fry  eras  Estate  being 
developed  by  the  Basildon  Corporation. 

It  is  regretted  that  no  Ministerial  approval  has  yet  been 
received  to  the  Buttsbury  sewerage  scheme.  The  scheme  is  long 
overdue  and  the  residents  of  the  area  which  this  scheme  will  cover 
are  very  disappointed. 

There  is  still  a great  deal  to  be  done  to  improve  the  sanitation 
of  the  district  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  not  refuse  or 
unnecessarily  delay  any  schemes  put  forward  by  the  Council  for 
sewerage  extension  schemes. 

During  the  year  thirty-four  premises  were  visited  for  sewer 
connections. 
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Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and 
he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information. 

Approximately  9,000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  during  the 
year,  this  being  an  increase  of  more  than  1,300  tons  over  the 
previous  year.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at 
the  Council’s  refuse  tip  on  Pitsea  marshes.  Salvage  collected  was 
108  tons  and  this  was  sold  for  Tl,186.  Refuse  was  still  .collected 
from  business  premises  but  the  year  did  not  show  much  extension 
of  this  service,  the  number  of  business  premises  from  which  trade 
refuse  was  collected  being  sixty-seven.  For  this  service  a charge 
of  £1  per  annum  is  made  and  it  is  surprising  that  so  few  business 
persons  take  advantage  of  this  very  cheap  service. 

Mechanical  cleansing  of  the  district  roads  was  continued 
through  the  year  and  this  service  was  extended  to  include  the  once 
weekly  sweeping  of  the  main  street  in  each  township  to  supplement 
the  manual  sweeping  already  carried  out  by  the  Essex  County 
Council.  This  has  resulted  in  a marked  improvement  in  the  clean- 
liness of  these  streets. 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No  complaints  were  received  of  statutory  nuisances  caused  by 
smoke.  In  some  instances  complaints  were  received  of  nuisances 
caused  by  the  burning  of  chicken  manure  and  egg  shells  and  upon 
representations  being  made  to  the  persons  causing  the  nuisance  the 
cause  of  the  complaints  was  removed. 

Swimming  Pools 

The  only  swimming  pool  in  the  District  available  for  public 
use  is  that  at  Vange  Creek  which  is  in  private  ownership.  The 
paddling  pools  at  Billericay  and  Langdon  Hills  continued  to  cater 
for  a demand  for  these  facilities  which  will  undoubtedly  grow  apace 
in  the  near  future.  It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  no  really  large 
indoor  or  outdoor  swimming  pool  is  available  within  our  boundaries 
for  the  encouragement  of  what  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
satisfying  forms  of  recreation. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  other  Insects 

During  the  year  fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  premises  stated  to 
be  verminous,  but  only  in  seven  cases  was  action  found  to  be  neces- 
sary, these  being  as  follows: — 

Bugs  Fleas 

Council  Houses  1 2 

Private  Houses  3 1 

The  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  employees, 
a nominal  charge  of  5s.  being  made. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  reported  to 
be  affected  with  woodworm  and  the  advice  of  the  Council’s  Health 
Officers  was  increasingly  sought  after  in  this  connection, 
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Rats  and  Mice 

Applications  for  assistance  numbered  126  and  treatment  was 
found  necessary  in  107  cases  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Council  Property  Private  Residences  Business  Premises 

6 82  19 

Two  operatives  are  employed  part  time,  being  loaned  by  the 
Surveyor  as  and  when  they  are  required  ; one  of  the  operatives  was 
employed  full  time  for  most  of  the  year.  No  charge  is  made  for 
treatment  of  dwelling  houses,  but  the  actual  cost,  plus  a small 
percentage  for  administration  costs,  is  made  for  the  treatment  of 
business  premises.  The  operatives  were  instructed  in  the  use  of 
the  methods  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
Warfarin  being  the  material  chiefly  used.  This  substance  has 
proved  very  successful  and  the  occupiers  of  premises  treated  were 
pleased  with  the  results  obtained.  There  were  no  really  heavy 
infestations  in  the  district.  In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  buildings 
the  Council’s  sewers,  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  were  also 
treated.  A happy  relationship  exists  betwen  the  officers  of  this 
authority  and  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  advice  on  new 
methods  and  poisons  is  readily  obtained. 

The  visits  paid  by  operatives  totalled  726. 


Shops  Act 

Visits  were  paid  to  nineteen  premises  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  These  were  in  addition  to  the  visits 
paid  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  In  two  instances  it  was 
noted  that  no  conveniences  had  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
persons  employed  about  the  shop.  As  the  result  of  representations 
to  the  owners  one  shop  was  closed  and  in  the  other  case,  negotiations 
were  still  in  progress  with  the  owner  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

The  visits  to  factories  were  rather  less  than  in  1951,  sixty- 
seven  visits  being  recorded.  Defects  found  were  as  under  : — 

O 


Unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  4 

Nuisances  from  factory  chimneys  2 


In  each  case  the  defects  found  were  remedied. 

There  is  a considerable  number  of  outworkers  in  the  area,  the 
majority  of  whom  make  Christmas  crackers  for  a local  firm.  This 
firm  engage  a staff  of  66  persons  out  of  season  and  approximately 
150  towards  Christmas.  264  persons  are  known  to  be  employed  as 
outworkers,  but  the  numbers  so  employed  fluctuate  and  it  is  difficult 
to  estimate  how  many  are  actually  so  engaged  at  any  given  time, 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  records  showed  111  premises 
registered  as  factories.  The  goods  manufactured  in  the  area  include 
Christmas  crackers,  neck-ties,  clothing,  buttons,  medical  and 
scientific  glassware,  tools,  dartboards,  baskets,  metal  goods,  radio 
and  television  parts,  electric  flex,  builders’  requisites  and  handker- 
chiefs. Factories  are  now  being  built  in  the  Basildon  New  Town 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  were  in  operation.  There  is 
now  liaison  between  the  Chief  Factory  Inspector,  Essex  Fire  Ser- 
vice Officers,  officials  of  the  Basildon  Development  Corporation  and 
officials  of  this  Council  in  connection  with  factories  at  Basildon. 
Upon  submission  of  plans  for  the  building  of  a factory  the  officers 
meet  to  discuss  the  draft  plans  so  that  alterations  can  be  made  before 
the  plans  are  finally  submitted  for  approval.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  the  long  awaited  sewer  is  now  available  for  the  factories  on 
the  Industrial  Site  at  Wickford. 

During  the  year  one  certificate  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire 
was  granted.  The  Essex  Fire  Service  are  to  be  thanked  for  their 
co-operation  and  valuable  advice  to  the  Council  officials  when  appli- 
cations are  made  for  such  certificates.  The  expert  knowledge  of 
the  Count}^  Fire  Officers  is  much  appreciated,  not  only  by  the 
Council’s  officers  but  by  factory  owners  as  well. 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  Premises 

Licences  for  the  above  premises  are  issued  by  the  Essex  County 
Council  under  the  provisions  of  the  Esex  County  Council  Act,  1933. 
Most  of  the  premises  licensed  in  the  Urban  District  are  used  for 
chiropody.  At  the  request  of  the  Essex  County  Council  these  pre- 
mises are  visited  before  the  licences  are  renewed.  During  the  year 
five  visits  were  paid  to  such  premises. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1952,  the  Council 
being  responsible  for  its  administration.  A fee  of  10s.  is  charged 
for  each  licence  issued.  During  the  vear  seven  licences  were  issued 

o « 

and  fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  ensure  that  the  animals  were  being 
kept  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  There  are 
two  public  markets  in  the  area  and  applications  were  received  from 
persons  residing  outside  the  district  who  wished  to  sell  pets  in  the 
markets.  The  applications  received  were  in  respect  of  the  sale  of 
goldfish,  puppies,  tortoises,  canaries  and  budgerigars.  The  Council 
was  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  B.S.P.C.A.  to  the 
designation  of  one  of  the  Association’s  officers  as  an  authorised 
officer  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  This  officer’s  specialised  know- 
ledge and  experience  will  thus  be  made  available  to  the  department 
as  and  when  necessary. 

General 

One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
a complaint  necessitating  a considerable  period  of  sick  leave  and 
his  absence,  on  this  account,  amounted  to  approximately  six  months. 
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The  resulting  strain  on  the  department  made  it  increasingly  difficult 
as  time  went  on  to  keep  pace  with  the  more  urgent  complaints  and 
certain  inescapable  commitments.  As  a result  much  routine  work 
received  only  cursory  attention. 

As  the  population  increases  so  also  does  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  sphere  of  environmental  hygiene.  New  concepts  take 
shape,  new  standards  arise  and  are  adopted,,  and  the  need  for  much 
greater  attention  to  the  unspectacular  routine  “bread  and  butter” 
work  of  the  department  becomes  more  obvious  with  the  passing  of 
each  month.  It  is  ironic  that  prolonged  illness  should  deplete  a 
staff  already  regarded  by  the  writer  as  numerically  inadequate  for 
the  work  of  the  department,  so  that  each  succeeding  month  has, 
in  fact,  found  us  less  ready  to  deal  with  the  environmental  growing 
pains  of  our  expanding  inhabited  areas.  Happily  the  above  facts 
are  not  disputed  and  there  is  general  agreement  on  the  remedy. 


Inspection  of  the  Area 

Visits  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  : 

Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Water  Supply 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants)  .... 

Housing  Management 

Civil  Building  Licence  Applications  .... 

Dustbins  .... 

‘Sewer  connections 
Infectious  Disease  .... 

Social  Welfare 
Premises  with  respect  to  : 

Vermin  .... 

Rats  and  Mice 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  .... 
Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream 
Distribution  and  sale  of  milk 
Massage  and  Special  Treatment  premises 
Overcrowding 
National  Assistance  Act 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls 
Shops  under  the  Shops  Act 
Moveable  dwellings 
Watercourses  .... 

Houseboats 
Public  Houses 
Pet  Shops 


....  1,076 
47 

....  1,133 
■58 

...;  289 

41 
34 

249 

6 


15 
45 

....  591 

22 
83 
5 

28 

1 

67 

....  786 

19 

16 

....  113 

1 
1 

15 


Total  4,741 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Housing  Repairs 

The  Council  are  reluctant  to  operate  Section  9 of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1936,  requiring  repairs.  The  reasons  for  this  are  many.  Over 
a period  of  several  years  premises  have  greatly  deteriorated,  partly 
through  restrictions  on  materials  and  deficiency  in  labour  and  partly 
through  rising  costs,  consequently  many  of  the  individual  owners 
have  been  unable  to  carry  out  major  repairs. 

As  the  Council  would  have  to  carry  out  the  work,  in  default  of 
the  owners  under  Section  10,  to  the  many  houses  requiring  repairs, 
a financial  burden  would  thereby  be  imposed  on  the  Council  who 
may,  in  some  cases,  have  to  take  over  the  properties  upon  default 
in  payment  for  the  repairs.  Having  regard  to  this  the  Council  nowT 
rely  on  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  secure  repairs. 
Whilst  this  method  is  reasonably  successful  it  cannot  be  used  in  all 
cases,  consequently  some  repairs,  which  cannot  he  required  by 
notice  under  Section  93,  are  carried  out  only  wThere  the  friendly 
co-operation  of  the  owners  is  obtained.  With  the  cost  of  repairs  still 
rising  and  the  tendency  of  property  to  decrease  in  value,  owners 
often  feel  that  it  is  better  to  have  the  houses  demolished  or  to  give 
an  undertaking  rather  than  face  a heavy  repair  bill  on  old  property. 
This  view  is  becoming  widespread  amongst  owners  of  property, 
especially  when  the  property  is  situated  in  the  designated  area  of  the 
Basildon  New  Town,  and  thus  liable  to  be  acquired  by.  the  Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

The  Council’s  officers  report  the  condition  of  any  premises  for 
which  action  is  indicated  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  the  present  housing  situation 
demands  that  demolition  should  be  avoided  wherever  possible,  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  this  problem  will  have  to  be  tackled 
vigorously  by  the  making  of  a slum  clearance  programme.  The 
formulating  of  such  a programme  for  the  Billericay  Urban  District 
would  require  liaison  between  the  Council  and  Basildon  Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

During  the  period  under  review  300  premises  were  found  to  be 
in  need  of  repair  and  776  visits  were  paid  to  see  that  the  repairs 
were  being  carried  out.  A total  of  108  houses  were  repaired  during 
the  year  and  in  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  take  Court  action  to 
secure  the  repairs. 

Considerably  more  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  this  being 
chiefly  due  to  the  increasing  development  by  the  Basildon  Develop- 
ment Corporation  and  the  relaxation  of  restrictions  limiting  private 
building. 
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During  1952  new  dwellings  were  erected  as  follows  : — 

(1)  By  Basildon  Development  Corporation  ....  597 

(2)  By  Billericay  Urban  District  Council  ....  174 

(3)  Privately  ....  ....  ....  ....  134 

(4)  By  London  Co-operative  Housing  Associa- 
tion ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 
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The  Corporation  houses  are,  of  course,  built  primarily  for  persons 
resident  outside  this  Urban  District,  but  a few  persons  who  have 
been  required  to  move  out  of  premises  acquired  and  demolished  by 
the  Coi’poration  in  the  execution  of  their  development  programme 


are  rehoused  in  New  Town  houses. 

Housing 

Houses  made  fit : 

Informal  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  98 

Formal  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

Formal  action  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts....  10 
Demolition  Orders  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Houses  demolished  by  formal  and  informal  action  ....  ....  13 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  undertakings  by  formal  or 

informal  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Closing  Orders  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Undertakings  under  Section  11  received  (but  houses  not 

closed)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Court  proceedings  ....  ....  ....  ....  2' 


Rehousing 

At  the  end  of  1952  the  number  of  applications  for  Council 
houses  was  lower  by  179  than  at  the  end  of  1951.  The  number  is, 
however,  still  high,  1,722  applications  remaining  on  the  list  at  the 
end  of  the  period  under  review. 

1,133  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the 
year  to  investigate  the  living  conditions  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses.  In  every  case  the  houses  were  also  inspected  for  sanitary 
defects  requiring  action  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 
and  appropriate  action  taken.  In  addition  to  these,  58  visits  were 
paid  to  Council  houses  in  connection  with  sub-letting,  cleanliness, 
etc. 

Building  Licensing 

Owing  to  the  action  of  the  Ministry  in  increasing  the  allocation 
of  licences  for  private  building,  the  number  of  applications  for  such 
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licences  increased  tremendously  and,  as  in  the  case  of  applications 
for  Council  houses,  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  applicants  for 
Building  Licences  so  that  the  appropriate  Committee  had  available 
information  regarding  applicants’  living  conditions.  During  the 
year  289  such  visits  were  made. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

During  the  year  only  one  application  was  received  by  the 
Council  for  permission  to  place  a caravan  on  land  in  the  Urban 
District.  The  application  was  referred  to  the  Council’s  Planning 
Committee  for  consideration.  In  two  instances  caravans  were  used 
for  permanent  habitation  without  consent  being  previously  obtained. 
In  one  case  representations  to  the  owner  resulted  in  the  van  being 
vacated  and  in  the  other  the  van  was  still  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies 

During  the  year  eighty-three  visits  were  paid  to  premises  used 
for  the  sale  of  milk.  Four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Phospha- 
tase and  Methylene  Blue  tests.  Three  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  one,  a sample  of  ungraded  milk,  unsatisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  1952  registrations  were  as  follows  : — 


Dairies 

15 

Distributors  .... 

....  115 

Licences  Granted 

Sterilised 

99 

Pasteurised 

37 

Tuberculin  Tested 

35 

Accredited 

13 

Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised 

6 

Pasteurised 

6 

Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

Accredited 

2 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  consumption  of  heat  treated 
milk  is  still  increasing  and  that  the  Ministry  have  under  considera- 
tion the  making  of  an  order  designating  the  Billericay  Urban 
District  as  a specified  area  ; that  is  an  area  in  which  all  milk  sold 
retail  is  either  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised  or,  until 
30th  September,  1954,  accredited  milk  from  a single  herd,  It  is 
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estimated  that  over  80  per  cent,  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  area 
is  either  tuberculin  tested  or  heat  treated.  The  consumption  of 
sterilised  milk  is  increasing  and  many  of  the  shops  selling  general 
provisions  now  include  sterilised  milk  as  a part  of  their  stock  in 

trade. 

There  were  still  a few  cases  where  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  were  being  infringed  by  distributors 
leaving'  crates  of  milk  on  the  highway,  exposing  the  bottles  to  the 
sun?  rain,  dust  and  fouling  by  dogs  and  birds.  Warnings  were 
issued  to  the  offending  vendors,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  distribu- 
tors generally  appeared  to  accept  the.  need  for  the  regulations  and 
were  prepared  to  go  to  some  trouble  to  comply  with  them.  For 
our  part  we  fully  appreciate  the  special  difficulties  encountered  in 
an  area  such  as  this  with  much  scattered  development  over  many 
miles  of  unmade  roads. 

There  were  a few  complaints  relating  to  bottles  which  had 
passed  through  the  filling  process  in  a dirty  condition.  The  firms 
responsible  for  filling  the  bottles  were  contacted  and  action  was 
taken  to  prevent  further  recurrence.  Spotters  are  employed  to 
apprehend  the  presence  of  dirty  bottles  leaving  the  washing 
machine  but  this  task  is  so  monotonous  that  the  spotters  have  to 
be  regularly  relieved.  In  spite  of  this  precaution  an  occasional  dirty 
bottle  escapes  notice. 

There  is  only  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  and  the 
amount  of  milk  treated  by  this  plant  increased.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  estimated  that  3,900  gallons  per  day  were  being 
treated.  This  dairy  is  situated  in  the  industrial  area  of  the  Basildon 
New  Town  and  is  central  for  deliveries  to  all  parts  of  the  Urban 
District. 


Ice  Cream 

During  1952,  twenty-two  premises  were  visited  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Almost  all  the  shops  now  selling  ice 
cream  obtain  it  prepacked  in  cartons  from  the  large  manufacturers. 
Only  a few  retailers  also  manufacture  ice  cream  on  the  premises 
and  those  who  do  employ  the  cold  mix  method. 

During  the  year  no  complaints  were  received  regarding  the 
quality  of  ice  cream  sold  or  the  method  of  its  storage  and  sale. 
Eleven  new  registrations  were  granted. 

Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

During  the  year  808  visits  were  paid  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  made  up  as  follows: — 


Food  premises 

....  174 

Ice  cream 

22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  general  .... 

....  612 

808 


18 


Many  of  the  visits  paid  were  in  connection  with  the  condem- 
nation of  food  voluntarily  surrendered.  Although  it  was  not  possible 
to  make  large-scale  routine  inspections  of  food  shops  and  stalls, 
inspections  were  made  on  application  for  licences  to  use  special 
designations  in  relation  to  milk  and  for  registrations  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream. 

Below  is  a summary  of  defects  found  in  food  shops  during 


inspections  : — 

Found 

Remedied 

Out- 

standing 

Insufficient  supply  of  hot  water 

11 

6 

5 

Food  premises  insufficientlv 

cleansed 

4 

4 

— 

Insufficient  ventilation 

1 

— 

1 

Stalls:  Names  and  addresses. not 

exhibited 

4 

4 

— 

There  are  two  markets  in  the  Urban  District,  one  at  Pitsea 
and  one  at  Wickford.  The  food  stalls  are  inspected  at  regular 
intervals  and  these  inspections  resulted  in  the  detection,  in  four 
instances,  of  food  unfit  for  consumption.  The  condition  of  the 
food  was  pointed  out  to  the  stallholders  and  in  two  cases  the 
food  was  voluntarily  surrendered.  In  the  other  two  instances  the 
food  was  seized  and  an  order  for  destruction  obtained  from  a Justice 
of  the  Peace.  The  Council  gave  instructions  for  proceedings  in 
both  cases,  the  same  person  being  involved,  but  owing  to  the  pro- 
longed illness  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  seized  the  food,  the 
proceedings  for  the  first  offence  were  withdrawn  and  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  the  case  had  not  been  heard  for  the  second  offence. 

In  three  cases  it  was  noted  that  food  rooms  communicated 
directly  with  sanitary  conveniences,  there  being  no  intervening 
ventilated  space  between.  The  owners  of  the  premises  were  con- 
tacted and  at  the  end  of  the  year  improvements  had  been  made  to 
one  shop,  the  other  two  being  outstanding. 

Generally  speaking,  shopkeepers  are  careful  not  to  sell  any 
food  which  in  their  opinion  is  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
notification  is  usually  given  to  the  Health  Department  when  such 
food  has  been  delivered  to  the  shops.  The  condemnation  of  unsound 
foods  takes  up  an  appreciable  amount  of  the  Inspectors’  time, 
especially  where  the  foods  are  of  different  varieties,  since  each 
requires  a separate  condemnation  certificate. 

During  the  year  notices  were  issued  to  occupiers  of  food  shops 
warning  their  customers  against  allowing  dogs  to  enter  the  shops. 
The  shopkeepers  were  most  co-operative  in  exhibiting  the  notices 
and  grateful  to  the  Council  for  taking  the  initiative  in  this  matter. 
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During  the  year  food  condemned  was  as  under. 

O J 


Meat 
Fish 

Turkey  .... 

Rabbit  .... 

Bacon 

Meat,  tinned 
Chicken,  tinned  .... 

Bacon,  tinned 
Sausages,  tinned  .... 

Fish,  tinned 
Vegetables,  tinned 
Fruit,  tinned 
Fruit  juice 
Milk,  tinned 
Soup,  tinned 
Ravioli  .... 

Pudding,  tinned  .... 

Jam 

Marmalade 
Lemon  curd 
Mincemeat 
Syrup 
Treacle  .... 

Chocolate  spread  .... 

Dried  fruit 
Tomato  concentrate 
Tomato  paste 
Tomato  ketchup  .... 

Pickle  

Salad  cream  % 

Cereals  .... 

Tea 
Cocoa 

Coffee  

Miscellaneous  beverages 
Eggs  .... 

Egg,  dried 

Egg  substitute  powder 
Liver  salts 
Saccharin  tablets  .... 

Gravy  thickener  .... 
Coconut  shag  confectionery 
Meat  paste 


Cwts. 

10 

1 

Q 


1 


1 — 


Lbs. 

Ozs. 

19 

5 

17 

8 

n 

7 

— 

25 

— 

16 

8 

9 

131 

16 

1 

4 

— 

— 

10} 

14 

i 

4 

13 

7| 

6 

9| 

2 

1 

19 

12-i 

21 

1J 

1 

13 

1 

10} 

24 

6J 

18 

8 

1 

13 

8 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

9 

15 

9 

15 

1 

12 

2 



8 

— 

24 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 



4 

12 \ and  122J  pints 


31  fluid  ozs. 

70  fluid  ozs. 
and  35  packets 


4 tins 
105 

4 small  boxes 
33  tins 
432  packets 

19  packets 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  more  numerous  than  in  1951,  and  of 
72  cases  14  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  were  less  in  evidence,  however.  Measles  notifications  totalled 
101,  approximately  one  tenth  of  the  corresponding  figure  for  1951. 
The  163  Whooping  Cough  notifications  received  amounted  to  about 
half  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  remaining 
infections  showed  no  significant  change  in  incidence.  1 have  referred 
in  the  past  to  the  tendency  to  accord  Scarlet  Fever  a greater  degree 
of  respect  than  it  merits  at  present.  One  result  of  the  persistence 
of  this  attitude  is  that  in  this  District  in  1952  the  chances  of  going 
into  hospital  with  the  communicable  infectious  diseases  were  as 
follows : Whooping  Cough  160  to  1 against ; Measles  100  to  1 
against;  Scarlet  Fever  7 to  1 against. 

Poliomyelitis  notifications  numbered  11  during  the  year.  All 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  Only  7 showed  evidence  of  some  paralysis 
and  there  was  no  fatal  case.  A special  survey  of  poliomyelitis  cases 
was  carried  out  by  me  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
the  completion  and  assessment  of  the  very  detailed  records  which 
were  used  in  connection  with  the  survey  in  this  and  other  districts  * 
called  for  much  patience  and  tact.  It  is  unlikely  that  any  new 
positive  findings  will  emerge  from  the  analysis  of  this  inquiry,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  negative  findings  are  often  of  value,  the 
more  so  where  the  disease  has  been  linked  with  so  many  possible 
(and  even  impossible!)  causative  factors. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  wrere  five  notifications  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 
One  related  to  a schoolgirl  whose  illness  was  definitely  traced  to  a 
meal  consumed  at  a Secondary  School  outside  the  District.  In  the 
remaining  four  cases  investigation  revealed  no  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  illness,  and  in  at  least  two  instances  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  the  indisposition  was  due  to  consumption  of  food. 
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CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population) 

Local  figures  compared  with  England,  Wales  and 
certain  towns. 


160  C.Bs.  160  Smaller 
England  and  Grreat  Towns  London 

Disease.  and  Towns  (Resident  Pop.  Adm.  Billericay. 

Wales.  (including  25,000-50,000  County. 

London) . 1951  Census) . 


Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

1.61 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

3.66 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.04 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Measles  .... 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

2.27 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

0.54 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.16 

Non-Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.08 

Food  Poisoning  .... 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

0.11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

17.87* 

23.94* 

10.22* 

30.77* 

4.08* 

* Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING 

1952 

Causes. 

Male. 

Female 

Total, 

All  causes 

285 

226 

511 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

6 

2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

2 

— 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and 

14 

13 

27 

bronchus 

19 

8 

27 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  .... 

— 

7 

7 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  ..., 

— 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1952— Cont. 


Causes. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  .... 

25 

12 

37 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

21 

28 

49 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

66 

30 

96 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

7 

12 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

41 

48 

89 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

19 

14 

33 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

7 

11 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis 

16 

5 

21 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

3 

10 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

22 

28 

50 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  AT 

VARIOUS 

AGES 

DURING 

1952 

Deaths 

Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

7 

8 

15 

1 - 2 

; 

1 

1 

3 - 5 

— 

1 

1 

6 - 15 

2 

2 

4 

16  - 24 

2 

1 

3 

25  - 34 

2 

5 

7 

35  - 44 

8 

1 

9 

45  - 54 

26 

10 

36 

55  - 64 

37 

33 

70 

65  - 74 

93 

57 

150 

75-84 

84 

69 

153 

85  and  over 

24 

38 

62 

Totals 

285 

226 

511 

24 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1952 


Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population.  Deaths  under 

one  year  per 

Live  Deaths — 1,000 

Births,  all  causes.  Live  Births. 


England  and  Wales 

160  County  Boroughs 

15.3 

11.3 

27.61 

and  Great  Towns 
including  London 

16.9 

12.1 

31.2 

160  Smaller  Towrns 

(Resident  population 

25,000  - 50,000  at 

1951  Census) 

15.5 

11.2 

25.8 

London  Administrative  County 

17.6 

12.6 

23.8 

Billericay 

17.88 

9.01 

20.92 

t per  1,000  related  live  births. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  New 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age  Group 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  Total 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 - 2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 - 4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

5 - 14 

2 

1 

2 

— 

5 

15  - 24 

7 

5 

— 

1 

13 

25  - 34 

2 

5 

— 

1 

8 

35  - 44 

1 

1 

— 

. __ 

2 

45  - 54 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

55  - 64 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

21 

17 

3 

3 

44 

Other  additional 

cases  of 

Tuberculosis 

Reason  for  addition  Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

to  Register 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  Total 

Cases  coming  to  live  in  this 
district 

Case  in  wdiich  disease  w^as 

8 

18 

— 

— 

26 

discovered  after  death  .... 
*01d  cases  of  which  no  formal 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

notification  had  been 
received 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Totals 

10 

20 

— 

1 

31 

* These  cases  came  to  light  upon  receipt  of  information  regarding 
admissions  or  discharges  from  hospital. 
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